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What Can You Do to Improve the Quality of
Stormwater and Protect Your Local Waterways?

Never Put Anything Into A Storm Drain!

THE ISSUES

Contrary to popular belief, water that flows into our
storm drains is not piped to a water treatment facility
and cleaned before it is returned to our streams and
rivers. In coastal South Carolina, storm drains direct
water into stormwater ponds, which then connect to
streams and rivers, or the drains dump water directly
into receiving water bodies. These are the same water
bodies that are the source of our drinking water. If
there are contaminants in the water that enters storm
drains, then they too will be washed into local water-
ways.

Take note of curbs and gutters near your home or
business. If they are present, they likely lead to a
storm drain nearby. They will transport anything that
is washed or dumped into them from nearby proper-
ties, such as your yard or the street, into a nearby wa-
terway.

WHAT CAN YOU DO?

Wash your car over your lawn or a gravel area, rather
than in the driveway or street. Water from car wash-
ing carries many pollutants such as oils and heavy met-
als. Rather than allowing this polluted water to run
down curbs and into a storm drain, if you wash it in
your yard, the soil and gravel act as filters and remove
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recycle it for reuse within the carwash. The high pres-
sure hoses also use less water than your home water
hose, so carwashes save water, and prevent car-based
contaminants from entering local water bodies. If you
must wash your car at home, in addition to washing it
over grass or gravel, remember to use biodegradable,
phosphate-free, and environmentally friendly cleaning
products. Empty remaining water from a bucket into
a toilet or sink rather than dumping it outside. Also,
don’t use a water hose to wash contaminants such as
oil spills or antifreeze off your driveway. Use kitty lit-
ter or other absorbent material to soak up chemicals,
sweep up the mixture, bag it and throw it away.
Sweep up other debris, such as leaves or pine needles,
with a broom rather than using a water hose.

Keep litter (paper, plastic, etc) and yard debris (leaves,
grass) clear from storm
drains. Litter is easily car-
ried into storm drains and
waterways by wind and
rain. Be sure that items are
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