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What is a Watershed?What is a Watershed?

A  Watershed is an 
area of land that drains 
to a single outlet.

A  Watershed is an 
area of land that drains 
to a single outlet.

Watersheds in Georgetown CountyWatersheds in Georgetown County

A Closer LookA Closer Look
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interflow interflow

Nonpoint Source Nonpoint Source 
PollutionPollution

Point Source Point Source 
PollutionPollution

Categories of Polluted RunoffCategories of Polluted Runoff

• Pathogens 
• Sediment 

N t i t• Nutrients
• Toxics
• Debris
• Thermal Stress
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Impervious SurfacesImpervious Surfaces

Materials like cement, asphalt, roofing, and 
compacted soil that prevent percolation of runoff 
into the ground.

Materials like cement, asphalt, roofing, and 
compacted soil that prevent percolation of runoff 
into the ground.

Components of Impervious Cover in the Urban LandscapeComponents of Impervious Cover in the Urban Landscape

Roads

SidewalksSidewalks

ParkingParking

BuildingsBuildings

DrivewaysDriveways

Center for Watershed Protection

Intensity of Land UseIntensity of Land UseIntensity of Land UseIntensity of Land Use

Likelihood of Water Quality ProblemsLikelihood of Water Quality ProblemsLikelihood of Water Quality ProblemsLikelihood of Water Quality Problems
Amount of Impervious SurfaceAmount of Impervious SurfaceAmount of Impervious SurfaceAmount of Impervious Surface

Relationship Between 
% Imperviousness and Water Quality

PE
R

VI
O

U
SN

ES
S

%
)

80

70

60

50

Assumption: 
development as usual

ADAPTED FROM SCHUELER, ET. AL., 1992

WATER QUALITY  DEGRADATION
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